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10

X prevalent

Dyslexia if hereditary 33-43% dyslexic readers will 
have a history of dyslexia in their family.
National Institute for Literacy
National Centre for Learning Disabilities
International Dyslexia Association of America
LD Basics
(Brunswick, 1995)

(Shaywitz,2003; Lyon,2005)

20% school students are dyslexic

40 mill
Americans are Dyslexic

that’s the population of    
Australia

6-17%
school age population 
(Fletcher, 2007)

X prevalent

3-6% school age population have Dyslex!a
(Hulme & Snowling, 2009)

20% students have some level of Dyslex!a 

18.8 million approximate of adults present with a 
Dyslex!a-type 

6.5 million children and adults at risk with dyslexia

1978 The Warnock Report - raised profile of special 
education (Warnock, 2005)
1981 Education Act (Revised 1996)
1995 Disability Discrimination Act
1994 (Revised 2001) The Code of Practice on Special 
Educational Needs
Education Act 1981 (Revised 1996)

Over 1/2 UK population 
thinks dyslexia is just 
about getting letters 
back to front.

5% students with dyslexia also exhibit

32 mill children and adults at risk with dyslexia

40% of siblings, children, or parents of an 
affected individual will have dyslexia.

(International Dyslexia Association, 2007)

10-15% have dyslexia or a learning difficulty

5-17% diagnosed various degrees of dyslexia

700 million have dyslexia 

774 million can not read or write

American Dyslexia Association
The Dyslexia Foundation
The Child Mind Institute

Dyslexia is the most common
learning disability affecting at
least 1 in 10 children.
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15-20% 
secondary students
experience reading 

difficulties
Count, 2016

classroom of 30
6 students have 

varying degrees of 
Dyslex!a 20%
Wolf, 2010

30% Of Australian have 
some form of Dyslex!a

4–12% general population 
Dyslex!a prevalence 

2010 
5–10% of people with 

Dyslex!a
(Katusic et al., 2001)

Dyslex!a affects 
1 in 5 people 

when including the 
continuum of mild to 
severe Dyslexic ADA

Findings from Canada state 
that 80-90% of children 
in learning support have 

dyslexia.
(Australian Dyslexia 
Association, 2018)

Mild           Moderate       Severe       Profound

Dyslex!a  Continuum   
- No students are alike -

Aspects 
of Literacy 
Survey

in every

15 to 19 year old in 
Australia had such low 
literacy skills that they 
would not be able to 

meet the demands of a 
modern workplace.

ABS, 2018

prevalence

Dyslex!a is the 
most common cause of 

reading, writing and spelling 
difficulties

Dyslex!a is one of Australia’s most 
misunderstood learning challenges.   

20-25% of students have learning 
difficulties, they struggle with the 

acquisition of reading, writing, 
spelling or maths. 

An estimated 3-5% of students, 
however, will experience ongoing 
challenges to their learning, even 
when provided with appropriate 

support. 

data shows that  
most students   
underperforming 

academically due to a 
learning difficulty or a  
learning disability combined.   
They account for almost  

20% 
of students, with the most 
common learning difficulty   

being Dyslex!a

Out of 10 Australians these are the number of Dyslexics over the 
last 5 years.
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