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Dyslex!a = “word blindness”
(Kussmaul, 1878) 

1887

“Dyslex!a” invented by 
Rudolf Burlin

1905 1930 1963

First reference to 
Learning Disability (LD) A. Kirk 

201720141896

Longevity of Dyslex!a
“It’s time we all understand dyslexia properly as 
a different thinking skill-set, not a disadvantage”. 

Sir Richard Branson 
- Ambassadorial President Made By Dyslexia -

1881

Dyslexia identified by 
Oswald Berkhan

1917

"Congenital Word Blindness" 
(Hinshelwood, 1917) 

British ophthalmologist James 
Hinshelwood publishing a series of 

articles in medical journals describing 
similar cases of congenital word 

blindness. Primary disability was in 
visual memory for words and letters 

and the secondary symptoms 
included letter reversals and 

difficulties with spelling and reading 
comprehension. 

‘strephosymbolia’ term to describe 
the implications of word blindness. 

(Orton, 1928)
Orton found a syndrome unrelated to brain 
damage that made learning to read difficult. 

Observed that reading deficits in dyslexia 
did not seem to stem from strictly visual 
deficits. pioneered the development of 
educational interventions that applied 
simultaneous multisensory instruction. 

1925

"Congenital Word Blindness”
reading blindness 

(Hinshelwood, 1917) 
Dr. Morgan, published a description of a reading-specific 

learning disorder in the British Medical Journal.
‘A person is unable to recognise and understand 

words that he sees’. 

First published report referring to 
reading difficulty

StudentsFirst
POLICY ROUNDTABLES : Students with dyslexia
The Nationally Consistent Collection of Data 

on School Students with Disability

Dyslex!a term commonly used
Disabilities Education Act 2004               

Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973
Disabilities Act (ADA) define the rights of students with 

dyslexia and other specific learning disabilities.  

The Digital Education Revolution package
funding over five years to improve secondary 

school student’s access to world class information 
through the Digital Education Revolution. 

Included flexible funding arrangements for students 
with special needs who may require specialised 

information and technology systems. 
$200 million more support for students with 

disabilities initiative.

Identified dyslexic children needed 
“special education”.


